
“OER development as a platform to 

seed communities of open practice”
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Siyavula – 'we are opening'

Siyavula is a social enterprise built on 

community, openness and technology, 

working to make high quality educational 

resources available to every learner and 

teacher in South Africa.



What we have done (so far)



National distribution in South Africa

~ 10 million books



Creating an open textbook
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Benefits of volunteer collaboration

Relevant to many different contexts and backgrounds

CC-BY on Flickr CC-BY on Flickr

Parklands School gallery

http://www.flickr.com/photos/khym54/600539107/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/dfid/12324138433/sizes/l/
http://www.parklands.co.za/photo-gallery


Benefits of volunteer collaboration

Scrutiny of the content



Benefits of volunteer collaboration

Community recognition

Also an indicator of quality



Benefits of volunteer collaboration

 Space for people to give back meaningfully 
to education in South Africa



Seed communities of open practice

Share ideas

Learn about 
OER

Build skills

Adopt and 
adapt

Localize

Translate



Encourage others to try it out too

Sharing is fundamental to teaching and education

Why will it work?



The impact of open textbooks

Webinar:

28 May 2014 at 1800 BST

Presented by OER Research Hub, 

OpenStax and Siyavula

Sign up here: bit.ly/1lZU4ot

http://bit.ly/1lZU4ot


Please don't hesitate to contact me!

megan@siyavula.com

@megan.beckett2

mailto:megan@siyavula.com
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